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Evolution of Global RCE Community (cont.) 
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Characteristics of RCEs 

 Partnerships with partners taking a role in 
facilitating the network and implementing ESD 
projects 

 Governance structure  

 Commitment of the partners 

 Agreed role of the partners 

 Transformative learning projects 

 Research and development in the area of ESD 

 ! Focus on the regional challenges ! 
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Generic areas of RCEs actions 

 Research 

 Training 

 Learning materials 

 Policy work 

 Networking 

6 



Expansion & strengthening of Global 
RCE Network  

100 RCEs today 



Developing capacities of  
RCE community  

 Facilitating regional (continental) networks as well as 
tactical/operational networks for capacity development  

 Generating thematic  capacity development materials & a long-term 
global RCE strategic vision 

• Climate change 

• Teacher education and better schools 

• Sustainable consumption and production 

• Health 

• Traditional knowledge and biodiversity 

• Higher education 

• Well-being, livelihood and poverty reduction 

• Youth engagement 

 

 



Developing capacities of  
RCE community  

 Plan for development of the RCE community with a goal to upscale 
action research and transformative learning projects. 

 Among the capacity development modules are 

 Revisiting RCE vision 

 Governance 

 ESD competences and capabilities 

 Principles of transformative learning 

 Action research 

 Thematic actions 

 Marketing, fundraising and communication 

 

 

 



Highlights from the European 
RCEs  

 From December 2010 work towards all European 
bid reflecting Strategy 2020 (many individual bids) 

 RCE Graz Styria - basis for the new Copernicus 
Alliance Network 

 Strategic meeting of European RCEs in Newcastle 
(July 2011) – transformative education is at the 
core 

 Emergence of RCE candidates in central and eastern 
Europe 
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Contribution to the international 
ESD-related actions 

 

 

 

 

Strategies: 
 
Increasing visibility of ESD projects 
Collaboration with UN Agencies 
Contribution to international ESD processes 
Synergies with other ESD-related networks 



Collaboration with UN agencies and other 
international and intergovernmental 
organisations  

 

 RCEs as implementing agents and strategies evaluators for 
UN agencies (UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, etc.)   

• Contribution of UN agencies into the RCE Global 
Conference 

 Exploring collaboration with  
 UNICEF and UNDP around issue of climate  
 CBD and UNESCO around issues of biodiversity 
 EQATOR around issues of traditional knowledge 
 IAU around higher education 
 UNEP around issues of sustainable production and consumption and 

sustainable livelihood 
 UNECE on the issue of ESD assessment 
 UC on  a range of subjects 12 



Contribution to international ESD 
 processes 

 

Working with UN Interagency Committee for DESD 
Collaboration towards Rio+20 process 

 

 The 2014 end-of-decade World ESD Conference in Nagoya, Japan  

• Organisation of back-to-back Global RCE Conference  
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Developing synergies with other  ESD-
related networks 

 

 Copernicus Alliance - network of European universities 

• Focus on HEI appraisal 

 MESA – Mainstreaming Sustainability in African 
Universities network 

• Focus on the institutional change processes 

 Universities of SIDS network 

•Exploring opportunities for collaboration 
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RCE online reporting portal 

 Updates of reporting protal in 2011 (by Nov. 17th) 

• Form 1: General Information 

• Form 2: RCE Coordination and Development 

• Form 3: RCE Project Database 

• Form 4: Self assessment (optional) 
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There are 88 acknowledged RCEs as of September 2011 

 

1. Through capacity development and other actions, to empower the 
RCE community  to play a central role in advancing ESD toward and 
beyond 2014   

 Empowering innovative learning at the local level that leads to 
exploring models of development compatible with sustainability 

 Empowering upscaling of practices – from individual projects to 
programmes 

 Facilitating engagement with national and global policy 
processes 

2. To contribute to enhancing visibility of the RCE community during 
key SD events including Rio+20 and the end-of-decade World ESD 
Conference  

Next Steps 
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Thank you very much  
 
 
 


